A.B. Daley School Update 2020-21

A.B. Daley Vision:
All student's learning needs will be met in a timely and eﬀective manner through high quality programming and teaching.

A.B. Daley Mission Statement:
“Our Mission is to create a stimulating, positive learning environment for all our students. Through focusing on literacy and
numeracy we will engage and inspire our students to be creative and innovative, to be responsible citizens and to succeed in
today's digitally ﬂuent society.”

Jolene Becker- Principal
Hello! I am Jolene Becker and this will be my third year as
Principal at A.B. Daley School. I have been fortunate to be at A.B.
Daley for the past 7 years in a variety of roles including Assistant
Principal, Learning support and teaching grades ¾ and 4. I live in
Okotoks, Alberta with my two children Henry (6 yrs ) and Callie
(3 yrs) and my wonderful husband Craig. I graduated from the
University of Lethbridge with my Education Degree, have also
completed my Masters of Educational Leadership at University of
New Brunswick. I enjoy reading, bike riding, running by the river
and snuggling my kiddos!
I am excited to work with the Nanton community to ensure we
are delivering high quality programming that meets all of our
students needs! Looking forward to seeing you all in the fall!

Alli Martin-Assistant Principal
I grew up in Nanton, Alberta on a acreage east of town. My dad
was the principal at A.B. Daley for about 20 years. My mom also
taught most of her career there. I graduated from the University
of Lethbridge in 2008 with a major in Social Sciences and a minor
in Physical Education. I started my career in Stavely teaching grades 3
and 4. In 2012, I earned my Masters of Education degree from the
University of Lethbridge. I married my husband Kevin in 2008 and we
built a home west of Stavely. We have 2 daughters and 1 son; Brinley
(9), Blake (7) and Taggart (2). Together we love spending time at our
cabin, boating, golﬁng, ﬁshing and skiing.

Jessica MacPherson - Kindergarten
I grew up in Ontario and spent my adult
life exploring various parts of Canada
and the world. I have taught in many
different settings including Baffin Island,
Ontario, Northwest Territories and even
China! Finally I came to Nanton and met
my husband and we settled in Okotoks. I
have been a teacher for 20 years and have
been with Livingstone Range for 14 years
now. This will be my ninth year of
teaching Kindergarten. I am a mother to
two beautiful girls, Harper, 11, and Reese,
8. We love spending time together as a
family doing lots of outdoor activities and
simply snuggling on the couch together
reading a good book!

Alana Millard- Grade 1
I am Alana Millard and I am so excited to be the Grade 1 / 2 teacher at A. B. Daley this
year. I have taught Grade one for two years at A. B. Daley.
I love to travel and have been fortunate enough to visit many places. Last year I learned
how to sail in Croatia and went rock climbing in Slovenia. I love being outside and I try to
get out to the mountains to ski and hike as often as I can. My favorite sport is
Synchronized Swimming. I competed for 9 years and have coached for over 10. I just
recently earned my Scuba diving certification allowing me to swim and explore more
places. Eating good food is one of my favorite pastimes… I can easily be won over with a
few pieces of chocolate.
I am super excited to be teaching in Nanton and look forward to sharing my passion for
learning with all my students.

Paige McPherson - Grade 1
Hello everyone, I am Paige McPherson and I am teaching
the Grade 1 class this year at A.B. Daley. I am a recent
graduate from the University of Calgary’s Education
Program where I specialized in Elementary Education. I also
have a degree from University of Alberta in Nutrition and
Food Science.
I currently live in Calgary and enjoy camping, hiking, and
being active in the outdoors. I also love to cook and try new
recipes, especially ones that involve spicy foods!
I am excited to meet all of the students at A.B. Daley
School this year. I am also looking forward to interacting
with everyone and becoming a part of the Nanton

Sandra Gammie - Grade 2
I was born in Fernie and grew up in beautiful Sparwood, B.C. The UofL
is where I received my combined B.Ed. and B.A. degrees and met my
future husband. I began my teaching career in Cranbrook, B.C., got
married, then moved up north to High Prairie, AB where we both taught
and started our family. We had two wonderful children, Zavier (born in
2004) and Gianna (born in 2006), then decided to move back south
and landed in the friendly community of Nanton. I spent one year
teaching in High River, and since then have been with LRSD teaching
various subjects from Kindergarten to grade 10, including two years as
"English Teacher" of grades 1 to 8 at a Hutterite Colony. I enjoy
running, hiking, hunting and camping in the great outdoors, coaching /
watching my kids in their sports and spending time with friends and
family. I love the staff and students at A.B. Daley and am so excited
and grateful to be teaching here. Looking forward to an amazing year!

Jennifer Garbutt - Grade 3
I am very excited to be teaching grade
3 again next year! I grew up in Calgary
and went to university there. Since I
graduated with my education degree I
have taught in elementary schools in
Northern Alberta, Calgary, Vulcan,
Stavely and Nanton.

Chilkoot Trail, Yukon

I live in Calgary with my partner,
Xavier, and our 2 cats, Sugar and
Teddy. We love to travel, hike,
backpack, snowshoe, play board games,
watch movies and read. I also love to
cook!
Mendenhall Glacier, Alaska

South Kananaskis Pass

Shannon Wickett- Grade 3
My name is Shannon Wickett, my husband and I moved to
Nanton in 2008 and I started my teaching career with
Livingstone range in Fort McLeod teaching at FP Walshe
High School. The following year I taught at Stavely
elementary. I am so happy to be entering my 4th year
teaching at AB Daley in grade 3 again this year! We are
proud parents of 2 AB Daley students! Addison who is 10
and heading to grade 5, and Hudson who is 5 and will be
entering grade 2 in September. Together as a family we
enjoy camping, playing ball, walking our dog and playing
games.

Amy Gillespie - Grade 4
Interestingly enough, I am actually a former A.B. Daley student. My parents
moved my sister and I to an acreage just outside of Nanton when I was in
Grade 2 and it was the best thing that could have ever happened to me. I
graduated from JT Foster in 2002 and after taking a year off, working at the
Nanton Golf Course, I enrolled in the education program at the University of
Lethbridge. I graduated from the U of L in 2008 and got a job teaching grade
4 in Iron Springs, Alberta that September. Since then, I have taught grades
1,2,4,5 and 6 in Claresholm, Stavely and Nanton. I knew that I always
wanted to make my way back to Nanton, so in 2014, my husband and I
moved our family from our small acreage East of Claresholm, back to my
childhood acreage near Nanton. I have 2 daughters. Eila, who is 8 and
currently in Grade 2, and Wynne, who is 3. We love working on our house
and acreage, golfing, curling, riding horses and camping. I am heavily
involved with the Nanton Agricultural Society and Nanton Nite Rodeo and
just became the Chair of the Clifford and Louise Scholarship Foundation. I
Love being a part of the Nanton community again and am happy that I can
raise my kids in a community that has given me so much.

Heather Dutton- Grade 4/5
I am very excited to be back at AB Daley again in the fall teaching
grade 4/5. I graduated from the University of Windsor with my
teaching degree specializing in primary/junior education. Prior to
completing my teaching degree, I completed my undergraduate
degree at the University of Lethbridge majoring in Kinesiology &
Psychology and a Masters degree in Human Kinetics at the University
of Ottawa.
I am originally from a small town in Ontario and now call Chestermere
home. I live in Chestermere with my husband Dwight, our son Cooper
(3 yrs.) and our dog named Zoey. When I am not spending time with
my family I enjoy running and swimming.

Stephanie Reid
Grade 5

I grew up in Ontario and graduated from Queen’s University. With a love for the
mountains, I moved west. After living in Calgary for a few years, I moved to
Nanton and joined A.B. Daley’s wonderful staff. I have taught grades 2,4,5, and
then settled into grade 6 for the majority of my teaching career. Last year, I
decided to make a change and took a position in the grade 5 classroom. I
enjoyed it tremendously and look forward to teaching grade 5 again this year.

Jason MacDonald- Grade 6
I am so happy that I will have the opportunity to be the grade 6
teacher at AB Daley Community school for the upcoming 2020 2021 school year.
I grew up in Marshfield, Prince Edward Island where I graduated
with a Bachelor and Master of Education degree from the
University of Prince Edward Island. I moved to Alberta in 2010 for
an assignment to teach in a grade 4 classroom, followed by
being an instructional coach from 2014-2018. Missing the
classroom, I accepted a job in Nanton as AB Daley school in
2018 and, since making the move, I have absolutely loved
teaching in Nanton.
Currently, I reside in High River with my wife, Heather and my
dog, Axle.In my spare time, I enjoy camping, playing guitar,
reading (mostly non-fiction) and woodworking in the garage.

Vaughan Henning- Music and Band- Grades 3-6
Vaughan was raised in Calgary, and spent his high school years
playing in wind ensembles and jazz bands. The strong sense of
community, varied performances, and level of achievement
accomplished inspired him to pursue music education.
During his time at the University of Lethbridge Vaughan played in
numerous ensembles, developing strengths in solo performance,
wind orchestra, jazz ensembles, musical theatre, chamber music,
and pop/rock groups.
When not teaching he enjoys spending his time playing board
games, pen and paper rpgs, painting miniatures and playing music.
He looks forward to continue working in the J.T. Foster and A.B.
Daley teams, especially in regards to developing the band programs
in both schools, and integrating out music into the community of
Nanton.

Joel Gamache- Grade 6 Shop
Joel Gamache is a Métis individual who teaches Career and
Technology Studies. He grew up on a mixed farm near
Laurier, Manitoba where he developed many values and
skills essential to his life..
Joel is excited to be returning for his third year at J.T Foster,
and really looking forward to spending more time
developing the Career and Technology Studies and
integrating core mathematics’ and science classes into his
hands on and practical teaching style.
When he is not spending time at school developing the
leadership, Outdoor or Shop programs., He ﬁnds himself
focusing on his outdoors skills. He tends to spend his
weekends in the backcountry split boarding, biking, hiking
or mountaineering. Joel hopes to use his outdoor
experiences and certiﬁcations towards fostering a passion
for the outdoors in his students.

A.B. Daley Support Staff

Tracey Wallace-Family School Liaison

Shannon Sheldon- Oﬃce Administrator

Robyn Todd
LEARNING COMMONS FACILITATOR & EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT
I have lived in Southern Alberta my entire life. I was raised on a
farm near Foremost and moved to Nanton in 1996 when I married
my husband Kevin. We have two wonderful daughters Kora (16)
and Faye (11).
I love to cook and garden. My family enjoys skiing, camping and
travelling to tropical countries. My favorite place in the whole
wide world is hawaii and my favorite food is ﬁsh tacos.
I have been a volunteer at both a.b. Daley and J.t. Foster schools
for many years and i am very lucky that i now get to work with so
many great students and staff members at A.B. DAley School.

A.B. Daley Support Staff

Marcy Wrzaskala Educational Assistant

Ramona WhittinghamEducational Assistant
Leona Ransom- Educational Assistant

Samantha Whitten- Educational Assistant

Ian DavisCaretaker

Jessica Moreau

For those of you whom I haven’t had the pleasure to meet yet, my name is Jessica Moreau. My daughter Kiarra
(age 10) and I moved from Red Deer to Nanton 6 years ago. I worked at a privately run dayhome in Red Deer
and upon moving here, opened up my own. It was a great start to my involvement in the community. A few
years later life took me down the path of working with many programs and children within the Boys and Girls
Club. The knowledge and hands on experience with children over the years have led me to the AB Daley School
community where endless opportunities await.
Kiarra and I share passions for music and food. We like to spend time outdoors hiking, camping, gardening or
just being silly and having a good time. We also very much enjoy our Friday movie nights where we watch
classic movies and eat lots of great snacks!
I am thrilled to be
welcomed back and be part of the academic and personal growth of all the students at AB Daley! Here’s to a
great year !

Wishing Farewell to….
●

Mrs. Spencer, as she welcomes baby #3!

●

Mrs. Watt as she moves on to West Meadow School in Claresholm

●

Mrs. Adie, as she retires after 44 years with LRSD!
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